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- 54 participants from Tokyo Tech and 9 AOTULE

member universities
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Participants in the opening ceremony of MISW2023

The School of Engineering, School of Materials Science and Engineering, and School of
Environment and Society at Tokyo Institute of Technology hold the Multidisciplinary
International Student Workshop (MISW) every August. Graduate students from these three
schools and students from member universities of the Asia Oceania Top University League

on Engineering (AOTULE) participate in the workshop. Through discussions with students



studying different fields, we aim to deepen the exchange of methodologies, values, and

worldviews, and to search for clues to multicultural conviviality and new innovation.

Until 2019, we have held in-person workshops with international students who came to
Japan to participate in the AOTULE Summer Program, but in 2020 the workshop was
canceled due to the spread of COVID-19, in 2021 it was held online, and in 2022 it was
held as a hybrid of face-to-face and online. In 2023, the 14th MISW, the first completely
face-to-face workshop in four years, was held on August 3 and 4. 39 students from Tokyo
Tech, 12 students from AOTULE, 2 students from International Research Opportunity
Program (IROP), and 1 student from Summer Exchange Research Program (SERP)

member universities, a total of 54 students, participated.

The first day of the workshop began with opening remarks by Executive Vice President
Jun-ichi Imura, followed by introductions by international students from nine AOTULE
member universities. After that, five participating students gave poster presentations. Oral
presentations were then given in two venues until the morning of the second day, each with
a 10-minute presentation and a 4-minute Q&A session, chaired by a student selected from

among the participants. All presentations and Q&A sessions were conducted in English.

In the afternoon of the second day, Prof. Keiji Itaka (Department of Biofunction Research,
Institute of Biomaterials and Bioengineering, Tokyo Medical and Dental University, and
Clinical Biotechnology Team, Center for Infectious Disease Education and Research
(CiDER), Osaka University) gave a keynote lecture on "Messenger RNA as a new drug
modality." The audience learned about the history, current status, and future prospects of
vaccines and drugs using mRNA, which is known to be used in vaccines against COVID-

19, and engaged in a lively Q&A session.



Lecture by Prof. ltaka




Presentation by participating students

Research presentations by students were evaluated from various perspectives by faculty
members of the three schools, and one student received the Outstanding Presentation
Award and five students received the Excellent Presentation Award. The award winners are

as follows.
Outstanding Presentation Award

e Robert Anthony OLEXA (School of Environment and Society, Tokyo Tech)
Excellent Presentation Award

e Boonthicha SAE-JIA (Chulalongkorn University)

e Lucas NEWMAN (Imperial College London)

¢ Miguel GAVIRA ALADRO (Universidad Politécnica de Madrid)

e Yuejie TAN (School of Engineering, Tokyo Tech)
o Aitolkyn BAIGUTANOVA (Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology)

Among the students who participated in the workshop, 10 Tokyo Tech students who gave
excellent presentations, including the award winners, are scheduled to participate in the
AOTULE Student Workshop hosted by University of Moratuwa on November, 2023.



The following Student Committee members were responsible for overseeing the
preparations and smooth execution of MISW 2023.

e Gerardo Martin I Quindoza
1st-year doctoral student, Department of Materials Science and Engineering,
School of Materials and Chemical Technology

o Daiki Higuma
2nd-year master’s student, Department of Mechanical Engineering, School of
Engineering

e Shoko Memida
1st-year master's student, Department of Mechanical Engineering, School of

Engineering

The 14th Multidisciplinary International Student Workshop

Shoko Memida, one of the organizing committee members of MISW 2023 is responsible for

this article.
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