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RWTH Aachen University stands for Rheinisch-Westféalische Technische Hochschule
Aachen (Rhine-Westphalia Technical Institute). RWTH Aachen is a research university
located in Aachen, North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany. Having more than 42,000 students
currently enrolled in a total of 144 study programs, it is considered as the largest technical
university in Germany.

RWTH Aachen was founded in 10" October 1870 when prince Frederick William of
Prussia (later German Emperor) was given a donation of 5,000 talers (silver coin, a currency
before German unification) from Aachener und Miinchener Feuer-Versicherungs-Gesellschaft
(precursor to Aachen-Munchen Insurance Company) for charity. The prince decided to use the
donation to found the very foundation of RWTH Aachen University.

For the university scale, RWTH Aachen was chosen as one of nine German
Univesities of Excellence, earning its connotation of being an elite university. Nationally,
RWTH Aachen is the best university in German in fields of engineering (especially
mechanical engineering, chemical engineering, and electrical engineering). The QS World
University Rankings ranked RWTH Aachen 12 in the world in mechanical engineering.

In order to conduct your research as an exchange student in Germany, if the exchange
student holds a Japanese Passport, the person can stay in Germany for up to 90 days. If the
stay is more than 90 days, the person is obligated to apply for a Schengen Visa. This visa is
valid throughout the whole European Union (EU). The application process is easier if the
student had obtained a letter of acceptance from RWTH Aachen as the Visa type will be
categorized as Wissenschaftlicher (Research Assistant). The process fee will also be waived if
the student obtained funding from RWTH Aachen University (i.e. through the Germany-Japan
Research Fellowship).

The research topic that | conducted on RWTH Aachen is the Scaled Boundary
Isogeometric Analysis. In general, 1Isogeometric Analysis is the novel finite element method
that utilizes the flexibility of NURBS (Non-Uniform Rational B-Spline) control points as
“nodes” in the finite element realm. This has proven to speed up the analysis process up to
70% compared to conventional Finite Element Method. Moreover, the Isogeometric Analysis
was able to capture better interpretation of the geometry in question compared to FEM, i.e. in
reading curved geometry, as NURBS control points were able to map the curved geometry
precisely whereas the nodes in FEM were only able to interpolate the sections in curved
geometry, producing a somewhat underestimated results. The Scaled-Boundary Isogeometric
Analysis (SB-IGA) follows the idea of the scaled boundary finite element method, where
solids are parameterized by a radial scaling parameter that emanates from a calculated scaling

center and a parameter in the circumferential direction along the boundary. This fits perfectly



with the surface-oriented modelling of solids in CAD, where NURBS basis functions are used
in CAD in order to describe the boundary of solids. The same NURBS were also used to
approximate the displacements according to IGA. Therefore, there are no loss in translations
from design to analysis steps, which means the geometry remains exact throughout the whole
process. This method is employed using a simple hyperelastic material model called the St.
Venant-Kirchhoff material model on my research topic. The SB-IGA method is shown in
Figure 1.
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Figure 1 Scaled-Boundary Isogeometric Analysis Parameterization
The time outside of research work was spent on observing the city of Aachen,
travelling to various cities like Amsterdam, Helsinki, Oslo, Koln, Dusseldorf, and Brussels.
Since | have arrived in Germany using Schengen Visa, | was able to visit various countries

outside Germany easily. Some of the pictures were shown from Figure 2 and Figure 3.

Figure 2 (a) and (b) Famous Church in Koln
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Figure 3 Picture from Travelling in Helsinki, Finland

As for my accommodation during my stay in RWTH Aachen, | have asked for some
help from the Indonesian Student Association in Aachen since the accommodation provided
from the university is fully booked by the time | arrived at Aachen. The accommodation in
Germany was divided into numerous categories, such as WG (Wohngemeinschaft, Shared
Accommodation), Einzelzimmer (One Bedroom Apartment), Schlafsaal (Dormitory), and etc.
My accommodation was a WG with monthly rent of €240/month. This is just a rent fee,
excluding the electricity, water, and gas fee. My roommates were all Indonesian with different
reasons on coming to Aachen. Some of them were students at Fachschule Aachen, another
university in Aachen.

The expenses in Germany was relatively similar to those in Japan. For a monthly
stipendium of €1000, I spent €240 on rent, roughly €300 on foods (cooking instead of eating
out). As for the transportation fee, it was covered by the student service in RWTH Aachen in
form of Student Service fee (around €280). By paying Student Service fee, I received a
Semesterticket card which was valid throughout the whole North Rhine-Westphalia (free
travel on bus, tram, and trains).

My message for the next students is to be prepared to learn Germany before
departing to Aachen as most of the elders and staff workers do not speak English. Try to learn
a couple German words and conversations in order to catch up with the other PhD students
and Master students. Also, be prepared to drink a lot of beer as it is truly cheaper than water.



